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Heritage Celebration
To Highlight
African-American Culture

FEBRUARY 25 - MARCH 3, 2010

Elder Welch
To Speak At
Rotary Club

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

BY STEVE MARSHALL
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

Elder Clarence Welch

ST. PETERSBURG “Remembering
the past”Life growing up in St.
Petersburg will be the focus of
Welch’s
Elder
Clarence
message during The Rotary
Club of St. Petersburg
luncheon on Friday, Feb. 26.
The luncheon beings at 11:30
a.m. at the Orange Blossom,
220 4th St. N.
Elder Welch is one who
strives to make his community
a better environment not only
for his family but for all and
families. Welch’s community
endeavors
include
past
chairman for the Hospice of
the Florida Suncoast, working
with the Urban League,
WorkNet, Interdenominational
Ministerial Alliance, and
Pinellas County Schools.
Notable, because of his
committed dedication for
people, he is a recipient of the
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Humanitarian
Award. The
Public is invited. Elder Welch
is the pastor of Prayer Tower
COGIC.
Rotary is a worldwide
organization of more than
1.2 million business, professional,
and
community
leaders. Members of Rotary
clubs, known as Rotarians,
provide humanitarian service,
encourage
high
ethical
standards in all vocations, and
help build goodwill and peace
in the world.
There are 33,000 Rotary
clubs in more than 200
countries and geographical
areas. Clubs are nonpolitical,
nonreligious, and open to all
cultures, races, and creeds. As
signified by the motto Service
Above Self, Rotary’s main
objective is service — in the
community, in the workplace,
and throughout the world.

LARGO - African-American
Heritage Celebration will take
place on Saturday, Feb. 27 from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Heritage
Village, 11909 125th St. N.,
Largo. The event will highlight
Afri can -Am eri can cu l t u re
through live music, dance, storytelling, art and more.
The
“Florida AfricanAmerican Heritage Celebration”
is an outgrowth of the “North
Pinellas
AfricanCounty
American History Project.” The
project is jointly sponsored by
the Pinellas County Historical
S o ci et y, P i n el l as C o u n t y
Schools, the Pinellas County
African-American History
Museum, Inc. and the Pinellas
Co u n t y B o ard o f C o u n t y
Commissioners. The purpose of
th e p ro j ect — wh i ch n o w
in cl u d es a l l o f P i n e l l a s
C o u n t y — i s t o co l l ect ,
catalog, and preserve oral
histories, photographs,
artifacts, and other documentation relevant to the history of the
African-American communities
in Pinellas County over the last
135 years.
The project got underway
during the summer of 1999,
when a small group of citizens
and teachers met with staff
members from Heritage Village
an d t h e P i n el l as C o u n t y
Department of Community
Development to discover what
resources the county might be
able to provide for a proposed

Photograph courtesy of Steve Marshall

Dunedin High School Step Team

Af r i c a n - A m e r i c a n h i s t o r y
museum in north Pinellas
County. While Heritage Village
had photographs, oral histories
and other memorabilia
depicting a portion of south
county’s black heritage, there
was little in the way of north
county documentation. To help
rem e d y t h e s i t u a t i o n , t h e
Department of Community
Development granted $25,000
to the Pinellas County
Historical Society in historic
preservation monies for the
purchase of computers, a highresolution
scanner,
video
camera and other equipment
needed to copy photographs and
conduct oral histories in the
unincorporated areas that
Community Development

served. With the necessary
equipment in hand and an
enthusiastic corps of volunteers
ready to begin work, only one
challenge remained-how to
spread public awareness of the
project.
The “Pinellas County
African-American Heritage
Day, held in February 2000 at
Heritage Village, was conceived
as a means to attract local
African-American residents
who could help to identify the
families and individuals in the
collection of old photography
beginning to accumulate in the
archives at Heritage Village. In
addition, citizens were encouraged to bring their historic photographs to contribute to the
Villages’ collection and to that

of t h e p l a n n e d Af r i c a n American museum by allowing
the Heritage Village staff to
make high quality copies on the
spot. With this intent, the 2000
Heritage Day planning
committee developed a full
range of activities that celebrated African-American culture to
aid in this mission. A racially
diverse crowd of almost 1500
attended that inaugural event,
and Heritage Village more than
doubled in collection of local
African-American photographs
in a single day.
Driven by the success of the
festivities in 2000 organizers
changed the name to one that

HERITAGE
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BY ERIC MAYES
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE PHILADELPHIA
TRIBUNE

PHILADELPHIA (NNPA) First lady Michelle Obama,
crusading against childhood
obesity and “food deserts,”
singled out North Philadelphia
as a shining example of how
communities can come together
to bring healthy foods to urban
areas while creating jobs and
revitalizing ailing neighborhoods.
“You all should be very
proud to be highlighted here
today for the work that you’ve
done. It’s really groundbreaki n g , ” s h e t o l d a cro wd o f
hundreds gathered at Fairhill
Elementary School on Friday,
where she appeared to promote
a new healthy eating and fitness

initiative called “Let’s Move”
aimed to reduce childhood
obesity.
“You decided first that no
family in this city should be
spending a fortune on highpriced, low-quality foods
because they have no other
options. You decided that no
child should be consigned to a
life of poor health because of
what neighborhood his or her
family lives in. And you decided
that you weren’t going to just
talk about the problem or wring
your hands about the problems,
but you were going to act.”
Obama, accompanied by
Tr e a s u r y S e c r e t a r y Ti m
Ge i t h n e r a n d A g r i c u l t u r e
Secretary Tom Vilsack, made
two stops: First at the new Fresh
Grocer in Progress Plaza and
then at the school. She was
greeted like a superstar at both

First Lady Michelle Obama

venues.
Shoppers shouting “We love
you” mobbed the grocery store,
crowding impromptu barriers of
pastries and other baked goods

as Obama toured the store’s deli
and produce section.

O B AM A

continued on pg. 9
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OPINION

LOCAL NEWS

How The CBC Can Create Jobs

Blossom Montessori School
For The Deaf Open House

BY HARRY C.
ALFORD
NNPA
COLUMNIST

WASHINGTON (NNPA) R e c e ntly, the Congressional
Black Caucus held a press conference and stated they wanted more
attention given to the dismal
unemployment rates in our communities. This was a noble and
very responsible move on their
part. There is something else they
can do that will directly address
the problem. It is right before our
eyes and the time to act is now.
Years before the Civil Rights
Act was passed President John F.
Kennedy issued Executive Order
11246. This set minority and
women employment standards
for all businesses directly or indirectly doing work for the federal
government. This just about
covers all major corporations.
Unions fiercely opposed it and
ordered traditional civil rights
groups to ignore it. However, in
1969 with the encouragement of
President Richard M. Nixon and
Secretary of Labor George
Schultz, the great Arthur A.
Fl e t c h er began to e nforce
Executive Order 11246 with a
vengeance.
Major corporations were
already starting to open their
doors to minorities and women
but the unions were fiercely
resistant. Dr. Fletcher forced their
hand with the Philadelphia Plan
in 1969. From Philadelphia he
went to Chicago, Cleveland,
Kansas City and everywhere else
forcing the trades and crafts to
hire minorities or lose their

contracts.
Dr. Fletcher was so strong
and courageous but he had to
have Secret Service bodyguards
around him during these treacherous days. George Meany of the
AFL-CIO was livid and made it
clear that he hated Dr. Fletcher
and George Schultz for doing
this. Illinois Senator Everett
Dirksen claimed that when he
“gets out of this hospital the first
thing I am going to do is get Art
Fletcher fired.” God stepped in
and Senator Dirksen never left
that hospital alive. Despite negative
antics from the traditional civil
rights groups (at the behest of the
unions), Dr. Fletcher was successful. The NAACP never approved
what would later be called
Affirmative Action until 1990.
Even today, the current NAACP
president claims that “unions
have been good to us and they are
our friends.” Of course, this
happened before he was born but
he needs to research the matter.
The US Department of Labor
is responsible for enforcement of
Executive Order 11246. They are
true warriors and dedicated
federal workers. When you see
utility companies, banks, construction companies, trucking
companies, etc. scrambling to
hire minorities they don’t necessarily do it out of the goodness of
their hearts but because OFCCP
is on the case.
The national standard or goal
for minority hiring is set at 12.6
percent nationally. This is a
minimum and it may fluctuate
based on local demographics
such as major metropolitan areas.
However, this standard is based

off of the census reports of 1970.
Yes, 1970 when minorities
accounted for a little over 12
percent of the total population.
Times have certainly changed
over the last 40 years and it is
time to adjust the standard significantly upward. In essence, we
are now dummying down the
relevance of the program. If we
bring the standard into the real
world employment for minorities,
particularly Blacks and Hispanics
would skyrocket and the disparities would be greatly reduced.
That’s where the Congressional
Black Caucus can make a difference. All they need to do is
order the Secretary of Labor to
modernize the standards or goals
set in Executive Order 11246 to
the current census figures. They
can do this now by using the
current estimates and then refine
them once the 2010 Census is
certified. Congress can push this
and the only one who could block
it is the President. I don’t think he
will go there even though he too
has an addiction to unions. This is
just a logical process and it
preserves the reality of Executive
Order 11246.
So, CBC there you go. There
are many indicators of employment growth such as small
business development. However,
making the affirmative action
laws that have been successful
more relevant to today’s demographics can certainly help out
also. You have the power so let’s
use it. When the unions push their
civil rights groups to try and slow
you down please push them out of
the way. Black America is
depending on you.

C L E A RWAT E R - O n
Wed. Mar. 3 from 6:30 - 8:30
p.m. the Blossom Montessori
School for the Deaf will host
an evening of information
and sharing.
Come and learn why
Blossom Montessori is
different from every other
deaf program in the state.
Blossom enrolls children who
are deaf, hard of hearing, and
those who have deaf parents
and or deaf siblings.
A l t h o u g h B l o s s o m ’s

H ERI TAG E

continued from front page

truly embraced the scope and
quality of activities to be
presented-the Florida AfricanAmerican
Heritage
Celebration has grown to now
well over 10,000 attendees.
The organizers and founders
of the event are Randy
Lightfoot and Sandra Rooks.
The day will be filled with
fun activities for the entire
family. There will be seafood,
barbecue and soul food. There
will be great activities for the
kids including face painting,
African drumming and story
telling by Dr. James Tokley

mission is to provide a quality
education to deaf and hardof - h e a r i n g c h i l d r e n a n d
family members there are a
limited number of openings
for hearing children whose
parents are looking for an
outstanding and innovative
Montessori education while
being immersed in deaf
culture. All Blossom students
will learn and use ASL
(American Sign Language).
Come and learn about the
unique benefits a Blossom

education can provide for a
child!
Please note this is not a
night for student interpreters
and observers; it is a night for
parents in the Tampa Bay
community to learn about
the wonderful Montessori
education that Blossom can
offer their children.
Th e s c h o o l i s l o c a t e d
at 14088 Icot Blvd.,
Clearwater. For more information please visit
www.blossomschool.org.

and Dr. Oscar Robinson.
Musical guest will be the
famous blues singer, Blind
Willie James and the bay areas
very popular group the Enque
players. Two very popular
stages will be the finals of the
step show where thousands of
young step teams from around
the state of Florida will bring
there best energy, moves, and
techniques to win this coveted
honor as “Best Steppers.”
Then of course, what festival
would be complete without the
electrifying sounds of gospel
music. The gospel stage will
be in full force with groups
and choirs from around the
state of Florida bringing their

Sunday’s best. One highlight
of the stage will be a performance by gospel recording
Artist and Stellar Award
nominee Troy Sneed who is
famous for the hit song “The
Struggle is Over,” and
producing gospel stars such as
Alvin Darling, Bishop Bruce
Parham.
Rev
Rudolph
McKissick, the Bethel Baptist
Mass choir, and the St.
Stephens choir. The event is
free and open to the public.
For
more
information
regarding the festival please
call 727-871-9165, 727-4807572, or 727-244-8119 or visit
the website at www.pinellascounty.org/unity.htm.

DIMMITT
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WELCH ACCOUNTING

CADILLAC

&

TAX SERVICE

2010 Cadillac CTS

1601 16th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 894-0511 • (727) 823-7910
Income Tax Preparation
24- Hour Rapid Refund Available
Notary Public
Information Available on Reverse Mortgages
60 YEARS OF SERVICE • LOCAL OWNED AND OPERATED

Lease $339.00 plus tax, 39 months
12K Year $3,995.00 down

Call Mike Hughes
at

Step in STYLE

10% DISCOUNT NOW THROUGH APRIL 1, 2010

727-450-7446

$129.99

plus tax, tag, title. First payment sec dep
waived. Must have qualifying lease ending
by 8/31/2010. Total out of pocket $6,025.00
M.S.R.P. $37,540.00
Call for details. Stock #CT10061

Dimmitt Cadillac
25191 U.S. Hwy. 19
Clearwater, FL 33763

2830 34th Street South • St. Petersburg
(In the Aldi Plaza - formerly Food Lion)
727-866-1200

MEN’S SUIT PACKAGES

Starting at

Includes: Shirt, Tie,
Hankie, Socks & Shoes

Specials Just In
!
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BOY’S SUIT PACKAGES
Starting at

$79.99

Includes: Shirt, Tie,
Hankie, Socks & Shoes

SUITS
Starting at

3

2 FOR $100.00

Huge Selection of Shoes • Shirts • Suits & Ties • Sizes 6 Months Up To 72

STEVE HARVEY • STACY ADAMS • SMOKEY JOE’S • GIORGIO BRUTINI
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Donate New Or Like-New
Preschool Children’s Books

ST. PETERSBURG - A
drive to collect children’s
b o o k s f o r G o o d w i l l ’s
BookWorks childhood literacy
program starts Mar. 1. During
March and April, people in
Hillsborough, Pinellas, Pasco,
Polk, Hernando and Marion
counties are asked to donate
new or like-new books for
children ages 2-5.
10 Connects/WTSP-TV,
the St. Petersburg Times and
WMNF 88.5 radio are
sponsors of the book drive.
Goodwill’s BookWorks
program promotes childhood
literacy by putting books into
the hands of children who may
not otherwise have them.
Goodwill volunteers read to
groups of preschool children at
Head Start centers and other
locations and then present each
child with a personalized book
to take home.
To donate books, attach a
note indicating they are “For
BookWorks” and drop them
off at any Goodwill-Suncoast
store or donation site. For store
and donation site locations,
call toll-free 888-279-1988,
or v is it www.goodwillsuncoast.org. To volunteer as a
reader for the program, call
Goodwill Community
Relations at 888-279-1988,
ext. 1013.
The BookWorks program
is designed to instill a love of
books and reading in children
from low-income households
to prepare them to succeed in
t o m o r r o w ’s w o r k f o r c e .
Be c a us e ear ly childhood

Opportunity For
Property Tax Savings
PINELLAS COUNTY –
Pin e l l a s C o u n t y P r o p e r t y
Appraiser Pam Dubov reminds
permanent residents of Pinellas
County that they may qualify for
one or more property tax exemptions, which may result in
hundreds of dollars in property tax
savings. But, they must apply
before the March 1st deadline.
Florida offers several types of
property tax benefits for qualified
residents:
- Homestead Exemption for a
primary residence.
- Low Income Senior
Exemption.

- Widow/Widower Exemption.
- Disability Exemptions and
Exemptions for Blind Persons.
- Exemptions for Veterans
wi t h a S e r v i c e C o n n e c t e d
Disability (or for his or her
surviving spouse).
- Discount for combat
wounded Florida Veterans over
age 65 who entered the service
while a Florida resident.
Each exemption has its own
set of qualifications. To find out if
you qualify, or for additional informa t i o n , c a l l t h e P e r s o n a l
Exemptions Division at 727-4643294, or visit the Pinellas County

Property Appraiser website at
http://pcpao.org.
Some important facts to
remember:
- The homestead exemption
automatically renews each year,
but not all of the exemptions do.
- If you purchased a property
that had a homestead exemption at
the time of purchase, that
exemption will be removed on
Dec. 31, and you will need to
apply for your own.
- The deadline to file for a
personal exemption for 2010 is
Monday, Mar. 1, 2010.

Earth Mission Ministries
Kingdom Development Training

literacy is linked to later
employability, BookWorks
supports Goodwill-Suncoast’s
mission of helping people
achieve their full potential
through the dignity and power
of work.
Goodwill In d u s t ri es Suncoast was founded in St.
Petersburg, in 1954 and now
serves 10 counties in West
Central Florida. The organization’s successful donated
goods retail operation helps
support its human services,

including employment services
for people with all types of
employment barriers, training
centers for people with disabilities, affordable apartment
communities, and community
corrections programs.
Go o d wi l l i s co n s i s t en t l y
ranked among the nonprofits
most deserving of support
based on the high percentage
of revenue funneled to its
programs. For more information, visit www.goodwillsuncoast.org.

ST. PETERSBURG - Earth
Mission Ministries continues to
implement structured programs
to assist the Tampa Bay
community. Presently Earth
Mission has an employment
placement contract with the
Florida Division of Vocational
Rehabilitation. This contract
provides job readiness skills,
job placement and job retention
for 90 days to individuals with
disabilities. These services are
o ff e r e d t o a n y i n t e r e s t e d
co m m u n i t y m e m b e r s . T h e
services are being extended in:
Pinellas, Manatee, Sarasota,
Hillsborough, Hernando, and
Pasco Counties.
Beginning on Mar. 1,

Earth Mission will present an
eight-week certificate earned
free course entitled Kingdom
De v e l o p m e n t . T h e c o u r s e
studies include: The Holy
Spirit Guides the Kingdom;
There is a Purpose for the
Kingdom; Who Is the
Kingdom’s Watchman; There is
Liberty in the Kingdom;
Giving to the Kingdom;
Baptism is a Holy Ceremony of
the Kingdom; Prayer is our
Connection to the Kingdom;
The Holy Communion is a
Sacred Ceremony of the
Kingdom.
This curriculum has been
created specifically for church
leaders to obtain foundational

instruction on how to administer sound leadership while
assisting in the development of
the Kingdom of God.
Instructors include Rev. Dr.
Deborah R. Green - C.E.O. of
Earth Mission Ministries and
Pastor Robert L. Peak - Senior
Pastor of Mt. Calvary M.B.
Church.
Earth Mission graduated
twenty-four students in 2009.
The class will be hosted at
Mt. Calvary M. B. Church,
Pastor Robert L. Peak, Senior
Pastor, 2321 Hartford Street
South, St. Petersburg, FL
33711. FMI: (727) 821-9472 or
earthmission@yahoo.com.

Principal Kevin Gordon
Requests the honor of your presence

to a Gospel Choir Production of

“The Marriage Feaste at Cana”

Featuring the Gibbs Gladiator Gospel Choir
in the Grande Theater
Thursday, February 25 at 7 p.m.
Friday, February 26 at 7 p.m.
Saturday, February 27 at 7 p.m.
Ticket Donations:
Adults: $12 Students: $10
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Medical Home Program In Pinellas County
BY LIBBY HENDREN
USF NEIGHBORHOOD
NEWS BUREAU

ST. PETERSBURG – While
the debate over how to overhaul
the health insurance system
co n t i nues on Capitol Hill,
Pinellas County residents without
coverage don’t have to wait for a
compromise. A program is
already available for low income
men and women in need.
According to covertheuninsured.org, 80.2 percent of
Floridians have health insurance.
For the nearly 20 percent who
do n ’t, the M edic al Home
Program provides free primary
care, helping them get tests and
stay healthy without making
trips to the emergency room for
routine medical needs. The
program is for those 18 years and
older who are essentially among
the working poor.
“It’s cer tainly for the
uninsured but there are requirements in terms of residency, citizenship and income,” the director
of clinical services for the Pinellas
County Health Department,
Patricia Boswell, said.
In 2008, the Health
Department anticipated about
3,000 people would enroll in the
program, but more than 7,000
people responded. Boswell said
they haven’t had to turn anyone
away who qualified.
In addition to the Health
Department’s main location at

The Health Department offers a Saturday Clinic
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. for the uninsured

205 Dr. M.L. King Jr. St. N., the
program is available at two other
health department sites and five
community centers like Johnnie
Ruth Clarke Health Center in
Midtown.
Midtown business owner
Eric Atwater, known as “Cook E
Man,” has health insurance and
says he’ll be able to provide
health insurance to future
employees when he expands his
business. The 34 year old said
lawmakers are going to have a
hard time repairing the health
insura nc e sys t em wi t h o u t
encouraging young people to
work and depend on themselves.
Atwater is a long time supporter
of President Barack Obama and
saw him at his January appearance at the University of Tampa.
“Give the man a chance,”
Atwater said.

He thinks the public should
give the President an opportunity
to try to work out the country’s
social problems like the lack of
universal healthcare.
“I think everyone should
have health insurance,” Atwater
said.
A S t . P et ers b u rg p i zza
restaurant owner said he has
gone without health insurance
for several years.
“It was just something where
I was like I’m in my 20s and if
you’re in your 20s, you don’t
feel like you need it,” Rubino’s
Perfect Slice owner Steve Steele
said.
Now, the 31 year old wants
health insurance not only for
himself, but also for his
employees.
Medical Home would help
people like Steele get cancer

screenings, prescriptions and
treatment for minor illnesses like
an earache or sore throat for free.
The program is funded in conjunction with Pinellas County
Health and Human Services.
In order to be eligible, you
mu s t h a v e n o i n s u r a n c e
(i n c l u d i n g M e d i c a r e a n d
Medicaid), be a Pinellas County
resident between the ages of 18
and 64, be a United States
Citizen, Naturalized Citizen, or
Refugee with I-94 status, and
meet low income requirements.
Even if you don’t qualify
for the primary care coverage,
there are still some options. “We
do have what we call LIP - low
income pool - funds available to
serve the other portion of the
uninsured - that would be a lot of
the working poor that don’t
receive health benefits through
their employers,” Boswell said.
The Health Department also
offers a Saturday Clinic from 8
a.m. to 3 p.m. for the uninsured.
There is a sliding scale fee based
on income. For more information, call (727) 820-4242. For
more information about Medical
Home, log on to www.pinellascounty.org/hhs.
Neighborhood News Bureau
(NNB) is a working newsroom,
staffed by USF undergraduate
and graduate students. NNB
serves the USF campus and the
surrounding community. Please
call us at 727-327-2129 to report
your community news.

Tampa Family Health Centers Break
Ground On New Clinic

TAMPA – Congresswoman
Kathy Castor joined with leaders
from Tampa Family Health
Centers and the East Tampa
community to celebrate the
groundbreaking of a new
community health clinic that will
create new jobs under the
A m e rican Recov ery and
Reinvestment Act. The Recovery
Act was signed into law one year
ago and has proved to be a
lifeline for the hard-hit Tampa
Bay area.
Tam pa Family He alth
Centers received $1.3 million in
Recovery Act funds for the East
Tampa clinic.
“ Tam pa Fam ily Hea lth
Ce n t er s is an outstanding
example of how the American

Recovery and Reinvestment Act
helps our neighbors, retains jobs
and creates new jobs,” Castor
s a i d . “ T h e E a s t Ta m p a
community will have better
access to quality, affordable
health care. At the same time, we
are spurring economic development and creating jobs in a neighborhood that needs a boost.”
The new health center is on
22nd Street in East Tampa and
will replace the Lee Davis and
Peter Davis health centers.
Community health centers
are a key source of local employment and economic growth in
many economically challenged
communities. These centers
support more than 105,000 jobs
nationwide, including physi-

cians, nurses, dentists and other
health professionals.
Tam p a F am i l y Heal t h
Centers has received three
installments of funds from the
Recovery Act:
- $605,000 to hire and retain
medical professionals to meet the
increased patient demand for
services
- $1.3 million for construction of the new health center on
22nd Street
- $2.9 million for construction of a new health center on N.
Dale Mabry Highway.
“With approximately $5
million in Recovery funds,
Tampa Family Health Centers is
expanding and hiring new
medical professionals.

Construction workers, subcontractors and architects are landing
jobs building the new clinic,”
Castor said. “The American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act
are putting people to work in
Tampa.”
A few weeks ago, Castor had
the opportunity to meet with
medical professional who work
at the health clinic as a result of
the Recovery Act. The groundbreaking today, Castor said,
signals more good employment
opportunities to come.
In 2009, Tampa Family
Health Centers provided services
for more than 39,000
Hillsborough County residents,
representing more than 100,000
patient visits.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
If you are 62 years or older, mobility impaired,
or on a limited income
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT
at

NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT!

Call (727) 896-2922

Friday, Feb. 26 - St. Petersburg Wine and Food
Festival, North Straub Park, 7 to 9:30 p.m.
www.stpetewineandfood.com or 727-347-6133.
Local restaurants will showcase their finest
cuisine along with select vintages from Premier
Beverage Company, giving event goers a chance
to pleasure their palettes with perfect culinary
and wine parings. Music will illuminate the
evening as everyone enjoys one of the most
beautiful destinations in the world.

Saturday, Feb. 27 - Taste of Haiti. Island
Flavors And 'Tings, 1411 49th St. S., 4 to 6 p.m.
Enjoy the flavors of Jamaica and Haiti sampling
savory fare at Island Flavors and 'Tings.
Donations accepted for Doctors Without Borders
to support the relief efforts for Haiti. www.islandflavorsandtings.com or 727-327-6416.

Sweetbay
Celebrates
Black History
Month

ST. PETERSBURG - In
celebration of Black History
M o n t h i n F e b r u a r y,
Sweetbay Supermarket celebrates diversity at the
Pinellas Point store in St.
Petersburg located at 955
62nd Ave. S. with a series of
activities lined up for
S a t u r d a y, F e b . 2 7 , f r o m
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The
public is invited to take part
in the celebration.
Event include in-store
food sampling of collard
greens and black eyed peas,
boneless wing dings from the
Sweetbay Deli, hot dogs,
crab cakes and more. There
will also be free health
screenings by St. Pete
Chapter National Association
of Black Nurses, free flu and
H1N1 shots by Pinellas

County Health Department,
and Florida KidCare will
provide information on
reduced/free child health
care.
St . P e t e r s b u rg P o l i c e
De p a r t m e n t w i l l h o s t a
Canine Unite demonstration
and the St. Petersburg Fire
Department available will
schedule smoke detector
installations. There will be
live entertainment including
local performers and groups,
art exhibits and a puppet
show by the South Branch
Library
Come out and participate
in an opportunity to learn
more about medications,
higher education, banking
and after-school activities.

HELP WANTED

Advertising Sales Representatives

Sell advertising space, including graphic art, in The Weekly
Challenger and The Weekly Challenger On-Line.
for advertising. Deliver advertising or
proofs to customers for approval.
Commission pay, plus weekly
draw against commission.

MLF TOWERS

BUSINESS DIRECTORY!

Courtesy of

Recommend appropriate sizes and formats

540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

PLACE YOUR AD IN THE

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

Private Salon Suites
for Rent
“Professional Work
Environment”
Dr. Frogue’s Hair Salon Suites
2535 Dr. MLK Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, FL

CALL 727-224-9930

WWW .T HE WEEKLY CHALLENGER .COM

COMPANION PLANS

Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to
the beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520
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NORTH PINELLAS

THE WEEKLY
B Y

SCOOP

N A T H A N I E L

P A T T E R S O N

CLEARWATER - It feels so good to be on
this side of the pen … Welcome to the “The
Weekly Scoop” highlighting activities, events,
movers, shakers and milestones in North
Pinellas County. Here’s this week’s Scoop:
The Taylors’
One of the best networkers in Tampa Metro,
LaShonda Taylor has started a new business,
Taylor’ Solutions (Health Care). LaShonda’s son
Alton, Jr. has received numerous awards for his
outstanding senior football season. Who knows?
The NFL is a possibility.
Walter (Shihan) Evans
Walter (Shihan) Evans is a 5th Degree black
belt in Ju-Jitsu and Karate. One of the nicest
guys you want to meet. Shihan teaches classes
for youth and adults. He is taking some youth to
participate in the Sarasota Martial Arts
Challenge on April 10. Last year the youth took
home six trophies.
Velma Butler
Velma Butler over at New Zion Missionary
Baptist Church, Rev. Leroy Howard Pastor,
missed my deadline last week. But, I wanted to
mention the Women and Girls Summit they had
last weekend. They focused on careers, financial
decisions and college opportunities.
Pinellas High School Class Reunion
Pinellas High School Class Reunion is
coming up June 4 – 6, at the Innisbrook Resort.
Marva McWhite is Chairperson.
Faith In Action of Upper Pinellas (FIAUP
Faith In Action of Upper Pinellas (FIAUP)
will be hosting its annual Senior Prom on Mar.
20. FIAUP programs enhance the quality of life
for frail seniors and the disabled. Go to their
website www.fiaup.org for more info.
Hats 0ff to Pastor Nathaniel Ramsey
One of the hardest workers in the Ministry is
Pastor Nathaniel Ramsey, of Restoration Village
Ministries. He truly believes in community
outreach.
Ministerial Alliance of North Pinellas
County

,

J R

.

Ministerial Alliance of North Pinellas
County had their monthly breakfast at the Willa
Carson Health Resource Center, in Clearwater.
Zachary Peterson
Shout out to Zachary Peterson from
Anointed Transportation. I spent some time with
him Saturday learning the Car Hauler business.
It is not as easy as I thought.
Phillip Harris
Phi Beta Sigma Brother, Phillip Harris was
highlighted on WFTS, ABC Black History
Highlight. Phillip work for the City of St.
Petersburg, Neighborhood Partnership.
Clearwater Alphas
Just thinking. I have not heard from the
Alphas in Clearwater. Ed McKahande &
Reginald Sherman what are you doing?
Organization of the Week:
Life Force Cultural Arts Academy is the
umbrella organization for a myriad of youth
development programs. Many of you may have
heard of some of her programs – Dundu Dole
Urban African Ballet, The Chocolate Nutcracker,
Be True To You (Girls Mentorship), Academic
Cultural Excellence (afterschool), Explore The
Arts (summer camp) and The Imagineers (Boys
Mentorship). Jai Hinson is founding member of
the newly open (well, second semester) Life
Force Arts & Technology (a performing arts
charter school). The Imagineers, collected
books, clothing, and made inspirational cards for
the children in Haiti.
Upcoming Events:
February 26 – Go Red for Women, Heart
Health workshop. Sponsored by Willa Carson
Health Resource Center and National Black
Nurses Association, Clearwater/Largo Chapter
at WCHRC, Clearwater 727-467-9411
Send me your comments, listings,
promotions and new business listings to bizspecialistus@yahoo.com .
Quote of the week: “Know what you want.
Then rule your passions, desires, and fears.
Success is inevitable.” Don Cornelius

COMMUNITY NEWS
Book Review: ‘Quiet Strength’
BY READERS CHOICE

There are many who believe a
Christian’s testimony is a form of
birthright. “Quiet Strength”, the
memoir, is the mission statement of
a man’s unflagging faith in his
God. It is Tony Dungy’s humble,
yet unabashed coming of age story.
It is his testimony. Most Tampa
Bay residents remember Dungy as
the beloved and belated coach of
the Tampa Bay Buccaneer football
team. For six years Dungy was
head mutineer in the Tampa Bay
locker room. He shaped and
molded lives to produce an all too
unfamiliar product on the field at
Raymond James Stadium: A
winning team.
Dungy’s book chronicles his
birth and upbringing in Jackson,
Michigan, a city whose claim to
fame includes once having the
largest “walled” prison in the
world, as well as the home of the
first official meeting of the
Republican Party. Professional and
lay historians will recall it was that
same Republican Party that voiced
a unified opposition to slavery.
Dungy is quotable, even quirky,
but never a quitter. The bedrock of
his strength is rooted in his parental
upbringing and religious faith. The
son of a college professor and a
high school teacher, Dungy and his
three siblings have all taken on the

game of life and excelled. The
reader is given an intimate glimpse
into Dungy’s most tragic times and
his triumphant recoveries. The
reader exults with Dungy when he
lands his first professional
coaching job, and shares in his
resilience as he rebounds from the
death of his son, Jamie, to claim the
Vince Lombardi Trophy in Super
Bowl XLI.
Quiet Strength is the story of a
man who snatches victory out of
the jaws of defeat. He is the consummate philosopher-coach. His
sense of himself and his reality has
its practical measure in the same
advice he gives to both his players
and to himself: “Be patient. Keep
doing the ordinary things better
than anyone else. Be uncommon.
Do what we do.” Dungy believes
in a team finding its identity in the
same manner as a family congeals
into a functional whole. His motto
with his players and family is “No
excuses, no explanations.” A bible
verse that is thematic throughout
the book that has grounded Dungy
in an industry known for making
and breaking stars is Matthew
16:26. “What does it profit a man
to gain the whole world, and lose
his own soul?”
“Quiet Strength”, the memoir,
is a thought provoking journey into
the life of one of America’s living
heroes. Tony Dungy proves a hero

is not a supernatural being, rather, a
super nice guy. He is known as an
inspirational friend, father and
team mate. The fact that Dungy is a
great coach stems from his own
ability to be coached. He celebrates
his wife, Lauren, and credits her for
much of his success. Dungy has
known people in high places and
low places. He has traveled across
America befriending others on
every leg of his journey. His story
is uniquely human inasmuch as
every man can see his own story in
Dungy’s recollections. Presently
Tony Dungy is retired from professional coaching. But the reader
senses coaching will never retire
from Tony Dungy. Wherever his
future exploits take him, it is
certain Dungy will approach the
challenge with dignity, resolve and
quiet strength.
Reader’s Choice Books, 4301
34th St. S. Suite 102, St.
Petersburg, FL 33711. Open 7
Days a Week 727-867-3696.

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

727-572-4355

The Weekly Challenger

5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

“It’s all taken care of”

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for – it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings – What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

PLEASE
Support
Our
Advertisers

*Bulk Mail Subscription Cost: $25 for 6 month or $50 yearly
First Class Mail Subscription Cost: $40 for 6 month or $80 yearly

RATE
REDUCTION
SPECIAL!

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________________________________
Phone No:________________________________________________________________________
Email Address: ___________________________________________________________________
New Subscription ❏

(or)

Renewal ❏

Date: _______________ Amount Paid: $__________________ Cash ❏

Check ❏

Comments: ______________________________________________________________________
Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger
Mail this form & payment to: The Weekly Challenger Office, 2500 M.L. King Jr. St. South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Email: publisher@theweeklychallenger.com • Phone: (727) 896-2922 • Fax (727) 823-2568
*HOME DELIVERY IN SPECIFIED GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATIONS ONLY

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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ENTERTAINMENT

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

David Robinson

David Maurice Robinson is
a retired American NBA basketball player, who played center
for the San Antonio Spurs for
his entire NBA career. Based on
his prior service as an officer in
the United States Navy,
Robinson earned the nickname
"The Admiral". Robinson and
teammate power forward Tim
Duncan, were nicknamed "The
Twin Towers". Robinson was
inducted into the Basketball Hall
of Fame along with Michael
Jordan, John Stockton, Jerry
Sloan, and C. Vivian Stringer on
September 11, 2009.
Robinson is widely considered to be the best basketball
player in U.S. Naval Academy
history. He chose the jersey
number 50 after his idol Ralph
Sampson. By the time he took
the court in his first basketball
game for the Navy Midshipmen
men's basketball team, he had
grown to 6 ft 9 in (2.06 m), and
over the course of his college
basketball career he grew to 7 ft
0 in (2.13 m).
Although there was speculation that Robinson might choose
not to sign with the Spurs and to
become a free agent once his
Na v y com mitm ent e nded.
Robinson decided in the end to
come to San Antonio. Robinson
joined the Spurs for the
1989–90 season, and led the
Spurs to the greatest single
season turnaround in NBA
history at the time(a record the
Spurs themselves broke in
1997-98, after drafting Tim
Duncan, which was then broken
by the Boston Celtics in the
2007–08 NBA season). The
Spurs went from 21–61 in the
1988–89 season to 56–26 in

1989–90, for a remarkable 35
game impro v em en t . T h ey
advanced to the second round of
the Western Conference playoffs
where they lost in seven games
to the eventual conference
cha mpion P o rt l an d Trai l
Blazers. Following the 1989–90
season, he was unanimously
named the NBA rookie of the
year, and subsequently SEGA
produced a game featuring him
entitled
David
Robinson's
Supreme Court.
The Spurs made the
playoffs seven more seasons in
a row, but never advanced
further than t h e Wes t ern
Conference finals. Robinson
also made the 1992 US Olympic
Dream Team that won the gold
medal in Barcelona. During the
1993–94 season, he became
locked in a duel for the NBA
scoring title with Shaquille
O' Nea l, scori n g 7 1 p o i n t s
(bre aking Ge o rg e Gerv i n 's
single-game franchise record of
63 on the final day of the 1977-78
NBA season) against the Los
Angeles Clippers to win it.
Robinson went on to win
the MVP trophy in 1995, and in
1996 he was named one of the
50 Greatest Players in NBA
History. Still, from 1991 to
1996, Robinson was thwarted in
his quest to claim the one prize
that had eluded him: an NBA
title. During that span the Spurs
were eliminated from the
playoffs by the Warriors, Suns
(twic e), Jaz z (t wi ce), an d
Rockets. The loss against the
R ockets wa s p art i cu l arl y
painful for Robinson because it
oc curred i n t h e We s t e r n
Conference Finals with
Robinson playing head-to-head
against his chief rival, Hakeem
Olajuwon. By his own
admission, Robinson was outplayed
by Olajuwon in the series, their
only meetings in post-season
play.
Early in the 1997 season,
Robinson's dreams of becoming
a champion seemed to vanish
when he was seriously injured.
Robinson hurt his back in the
preseason. He did return to play,
but six games later, suffered a
broken foot in a home game
against the Miami Heat, and
ended up missing the rest of the
regular season. As a result of the
injury to Robinson and other

key players, the Spurs finished
the season with a dismal 20–62
record. However, his injury
proved to be a blessing in
disguise: due to their dismal
record in 1997, the Spurs
enjoyed the first pick in the next
year's NBA draft, and with it
they selected Tim Duncan out of
Wake Forest University, who
was, after a few years, the final
key to Robinson's quest for an
NBA title.
Before the start of the
1998–99 season, the NBA
owners and the NBA commissioner David Stern locked out
the NBA Players' Association to
force negotiations on a new
Collective Bargaining Agreement.
This lockout lasted for 202
days, well into the regular NBA
season, before an agreement
was finally reached. Thus, the
NBA season began late on
February 5, 1999, making it
literally the 1999 NBA season.
After playing a truncated 50game season, the Spurs finished
with an NBA-best record of
37–13, giving them the homecourt advantage throughout the
playoffs.
The Spurs blitzed through
the first three rounds of the
NBA playoffs, beating the
Minnesota Timberwolves, Los
Angeles Lakers, and Portland
Trail Blazers by a combined
record of 11–1. In the NBA
fi n al s , t h e co m b i n at i o n o f
R o b i n s o n i n t h e p o s t an d
second-year, 6 ft 11 in (2.11 m)
Tim Duncan proved overpowering, the Spurs beat the underdog
New York Knicks in five games
to become the NBA champions
for the first time. Duncan was
named Finals MVP.
Robinson announced he
would retire from basketball
after the 2002–03 campaign.
On June 15, 2003, in the
finale to Robinson's career, the
Spurs sealed another NBA title
with an 88–77 victory over the
New Jersey Nets in game six of
the 2003 NBA Finals. Turning
back the clock, Robinson scored
13 points and grabbed 17
rebounds in his final game for
the Spurs. He and the year's
regular season and NBA Finals
MVP Tim Duncan shared Sports
Illustrated magazine's 2003
Sportsmen of the Year award.

Will Magic Johnson Buy
Ebony, Jet Magazines?
BY YUSSUF J. SIMMONDS
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE LOS ANGELES
SENTINEL

WASHINGTON (NNPA) There is much speculation in
the news that retired NBA star
and businessman extraordinaire, Earvin “Magic” Johnson
is negotiating to purchase
Johnson Publishing Company,
the parent company of Ebony
and Jet magazines. Sources
close to the possible purchase
sa i d t h a t t h e c o m p a n y ’s
Ch i c a g o h e a d q u a r t e r s , a
beacon of Black pride, on
Chicago’s South Michigan
Avenue, would be included if
the deal is consummated.
Nothing was mentioned
ab o u t t h e E b o n y F a s h i o n
Show and the radio station that
are also a part of the Johnson
Empire.
The Johnson Company,
ho m e o f E b o n y a n d J e t
magazines, was founded over
a half century ago by John H.
Johnson. It evolved from the
Negro Digest and has a media
source of inspiration that
chronicled life in the Black
community in a positive light.
Since Johnson passed away in
2005, his daughter, Linda
Johnson-Rice, has been the
chairwoman and chief
executive officer. His wife,
Eunice Johnson, who was the
se c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r a n d
founded the Ebony Fashion
Show that showcased fashion
for Black people unlike any
other news media at that time;
she passed in January 2010.
A call to Magic Johnson
Enterprises did not generate an
immediate response but
according to a new media
source, Eric Holoman, the
company’s president reportedly said that there have been
discussions but there’s no
definitive agreement. There
has been no subsequent confirmation.
The Sentinel reached out
to Los Angeles City
Councilman Bernard Parks

HOROSCOPES
FEBRUARY 25 - MARCH 3, 2010
ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

It wouldn’t hurt to be a little less independent. Depend on someone. Declare a
truce. Decide that you are not right.
Elevate a friend’s opinion to your guiding
principle for this week. Compromise. Be a
team player and watch the reward unfold.

Reconsider a business offer, it might be
a good one. You’ve got time so sit down
and weigh the pros and cons. Doing it
alone is not best. Make a phone call.
Talk to someone who knows you well.
Get an objective opinion.

You and your mate should start saving
for a joint project. It will make you feel
closer to each other. It’ll give you something with which to bind the relationship. Otherwise you might feel that you
are drifting apart.

TAURUS
You won’t have enough time to get as far
away as you want to go, but you’ll have
enough time to do some shopping for the
trip.Your focus on what you need is keener now than closer to trip time. Get to the
mall and buy your miscellaneous items.

VIRGO
Your intuition is very high this week. You
see where things are going even before
they start. This will keep you from making false moves. Be careful not to let
your suspicions keep you from making
the moves that are definitely called for.

Challenges will be ever present for you
this week. Work at it calmly knowing
that you are getting some things out of
the way. Tackle tasks using your
famous self-control rather than your
passion. Use your passion on the weekends. Let loose! Be free!

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Beware of financial pitfalls. Your thinking on money matters is not as clear as
it could be this week. Someone will try
to catch you off guard. This week your
luck turns for the better, so spend it
with the one you love or want to love!

Harmonious communications are part
of your charm, and you’ll get far this
week by speaking your word in an
easy-going way. You’ll find that your
domestic arrangements are very comfortable to you.

GEMINI
Don’t waste time thinking about the past.
Sure they were wrong, but what does it
matter now. Enjoy the present. Find
something good to do for the rest of the
week.Avoid conflict. Nothing is so important that it needs to be resolved this
week.

CANCER
You face a big challenge that allows you
to take big steps toward your career
goals. It’ll be on your mind for the next
few weeks. Spend some time planning.
Life is not always for fun and games.
Games are not your biggest satisfaction
anyway.

CAPRICORN

SCORPIO
Your mate has a sweet surprise. He or
she might be a little timid about revealing it unless you present a very receptive mood. Choose your words carefully.
You will receive good news about a loan
or financial investment.

PISCES
This week is a good week to get in
touch with your emotional self. You will
respond well to what people close to
you will ask from you. Your loved ones
will appreciate your kindness when
they find out how highly sensitive you
are to their needs.

36 12 47
PICK OF THE WEEK!

734
892
651

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
2-8 5-3
1-5 3-7
6-1 8-4

Earvin “Magic” Johnson

(CD-8), whom Johnson had
ardently supported in his bid
for the supervisor’s seat and
Parks said, “I think it would be
fantastic and it would expand
his empire specifically to communicate with the Black
community.”
Many observers have
noticed that in the past, when
some of the Black
community’s media treasures
have changed hands, they
usually get swallowed up in
mainstream corporate media
giants and no longer serve the
specific public for which they
were originally founded to
serve
including
Essence
magazine, BET station(s) and
Motown. The reality being that
if Johnson is successful in purchasing Johnson Company’s
Ebony and Jet magazines,
and/or the rest of the Johnson
media, it would remain in
Black hands.
Danny J. Bakewell, Sr.
who bought the Los Angeles
Sentinel over five years ago
said, “If Magic purchases
Ebony and Jet, it would stay in

the hands of Black ownership.
There couldn’t have been a
better choice.” The Sentinel
has been in the hands of Black
ownership for over 75 years.
Assemblyman Isadore Hall
stated, “I think that he would
give a different meaning to
Ebony and Jet magazines
because not only is he a noted
figure, but he is also a keen
businessman and he has a
different dynamic as a sports
personality. So he would give
the magazine a different boost
in the area of sports and entertainment.”
Percy Pinkley, senior state
representative for U.S. Senator
Dianne Feinstein said, “I think
it will be a great move because
it will bring it to the West
Coast ... one of the premier
magazines in the world. I think
it will be a great thing.”
Johnson-Rice was unable to be
reached for comment but her
spokeswoman said, “JohnsonRice has never talked to Magic
Johnson with respect to his
interest in buying the
company.”

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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No. 21 Is Done In San Diego:
Chargers Release LT

LaDainian Tomlinson

BY BERNIE WILSON

SAN DIEGO (AP) - After nine
mostly brilliant seasons, LaDainian
Tomlinson was cut loose by the
San Diego Chargers.
Slowed by injuries and age,
Tomlinson would have been paid
more to produce less in a Chargers
offense that was turning toward the
passing game, and on Monday one
of the NFL's best running backs
was officially released.
"I told him that in the 26 years
that I've been in this business, it
was probably the hardest thing I've
had to do," team president Dean
Spanos told The Associated Press.
"I'm not close to a lot of the
players, but there's a handful that
I've been close with, and he's
probably the closest. It was really
difficult to tell him. But out of
respect, I wanted to tell him earlier
rather than later."
Tomlinson was due a $2
million roster bonus in early
March, which all but guaranteed
he would be cut loose, as well as a
$5 million salary for 2010. He still
had two years left on his contract,
which was reworked during a
somewhat tumultuous period last

offseason.
L.T.
wasn't
immediately
available for comment. He said
after the Chargers' playoff loss to
the New York Jets that he felt he
could still play for a few more
seasons.
"He was one of the greatest
players and people that I've ever
had a chance to be around and he
will be missed," outside linebacker
Shawne Merriman said in an email to the AP.
"What L.T. has meant to this
town and to this team, in nine
years, the impact he's had both on
and off the field, we may never see
that again," quarterback Philip
Rivers said before accepting an
award at a sports banquet Monday
night. "You're not just going to
replace L.T. himself. He was more
than a running back."
General manager A.J. Smith
called it "a tough day, a sad day for
everybody in the organization. But
it's always tough to part ways with
great players who helped you win
games. It's not a pleasant day, but
we're working through it."
Agent Tom Condon said he'll
spend time at the forthcoming NFL
combine in Indianapolis determining interest from other teams.
"I think they did us a favor in
terms of releasing him before we
go to the combine. That part of it
was positive," Condon told the AP.
"L.T. during Super Bowl week had
indicated it was time to move on,
and they accommodated him. He's
had a Hall of Fame run there as a
Charger."
Tomlinson, who turned 30 last
summer, was injured early in the
2009 season and finished with 730
yards on 223 carries for an average

of 3.3 yards per carry, all career
lows.
Condon
doesn't
think
Tomlinson is finished.
"It's one of those things with
the very, very special players, like
Emmitt Smith, Marcus Allen, guys
like that," Condon said. "You can't
predict what they're going to do.
They seem to defy the odds. He
keeps himself in tremendous
condition. I think he feels like he
can go forward for several more
years."
Tomlinson ranks eighth on the
all-time rushing list with 12,490
yards. His 138 career rushing
touchdowns rank second, and his
153 total touchdowns rank third.
He was the NFL's MVP in
2006, when he set league singleseason records with 31 touchdowns, including 28 rushing, and
186 points. Tomlinson won the
NFL's rushing title in 2006 and '07.
Perhaps his most memorable
moment as a Charger came on
Dec. 10, 2006, when he swept into
the end zone late in a game against
the Denver Broncos for his third
touchdown of the afternoon to
break Shaun Alexander's year-old
record of 28 touchdowns.
His linemen hoisted him onto
their shoulders and carried him
toward
the
sideline,
with
Tomlinson holding the ball high in
his right hand and waving his left
index finger, while the fans
chanted "L.T.! L.T.!" and "MVP!
MVP!"
"I had the best view in the
house on some of those awesome
runs he made," Rivers said.
"He's just been a great player
for us," Smith said. "Also, the
character, integrity, work ethic,

along with his talent, have been
unbelievable. He's a Hall of Famer
right now. He will be a first-ballot
Hall of Famer."
Coming off a 1-15 finish in
2000, and trying to dig out from
the nightmarish Ryan Leaf years,
the Chargers held the No. 1 overall
pick in the 2001 draft. They sent
that pick to the Atlanta Falcons on
the day before the draft began for a
package that included the fifth
pick, which they used to select
Tomlinson out of TCU. The
Falcons took Michael Vick with
the top pick.
"When he came here in 2001,
we were a struggling franchise,"
Spanos said. "It's clear that we are
where we are today because of
him. He truly has been the heart
and soul of our team all these
years, and just done an outstanding
job and helped turn this franchise
around into a winning franchise. It
couldn't have been done without
him."
Spanos said he and Tomlinson
expressed disappointment that the
player never got a chance to win a
Super Bowl title.
"We came close but just never
quite got there," Spanos said.
The Chargers made five
playoff
appearances
during
Tomlinson's time here. They
advanced to the AFC championship game following the 2007
season but lost to the New England
Patriots.
Spanos said Tomlinson "was
very, very gracious and very
respectful" during their meeting.
"He had his typical smile. He was
just as good as could be, as
respectful as could be. Just really,
like he is, first class."

NFLPA Director Smith Says
2010 Likely Uncapped

DeMaurice Smith

BY DENNIS WASZAK JR.

NEW YORK (AP) - NFL
Players Association executive
director DeMaurice Smith sent a
memo to players and their agents
Tuesday, telling them it is likely no
new
collective
bargaining
agreement will be reached and the
upcoming season will be played
without a salary cap.
In the memo, Smith outlined
the union's talks with the league,
but made it clear he doesn't think a
new deal will occur before the
March 5 deadline - giving the NFL
its first uncapped season since
1993.
"While we are doing all that

we can to reach a fair agreement
with the NFL before the start of the
2010 league year," Smith wrote, "it
appears likely that no new CBA
will be reached and the 2010
season will be uncapped."
Smith said the union's most
recent proposal contains an offer to
keep the current capped system for
another year to allow both sides to
continue negotiations.
"It is our view that obtaining
an extension to the CBA prior to
the uncapped year is in the best
interest of both the players and the
owners," Smith wrote. "However,
the terms of any CBA extension
must allow for players to get their
fair share of NFL revenues while at
the same time address the owner's
issues in such a way as to allow
them to continue to grow the game
of football."
He added that another general
bargaining session is scheduled for
Thursday at the NFL combine in
Indianapolis.
NFL spokesman Greg Aiello
said the league would have no
comment on the union's internal
memo. Commissioner Roger
Goodell said before the Super
Bowl that he believed negotiations
would lead to a new deal before
March 2011, when the CBA

expires.
Having no salary cap means
richer teams could far outspend
others for free agents, while teams
not as wealthy might try to cut
costs to stay afloat financially.
That could affect the number of
opportunities the more than 200
players scheduled to become unrestricted free agents might have to
sign with new teams.
If no deal is reached next
season, a work stoppage could
occur before the 2011 season. It all
puts the future of the league in
uncertain territory despite soaring
TV ratings and an average team
value of $1 billion.
"The NFL has made it clear
that the league and its clubs remain
profitable," Smith wrote. "There
has not been any statement, affirmative or suggested, by the NFL
that any team is losing money.
Moreover, the league has rejected
any offer to discuss their profit
margins, team profitability or any
of their teams' individual financial
statements."
Smith said the sides have had
12 general bargaining sessions to
discuss issues related to developing a new CBA. He added that
there have been more than 30
overall bargaining sessions with

the league in the past six months.
"And while we have made
progress in some areas," Smith
wrote, "we continue to have significant disagreement with the NFL
over their desire to have players
take an 18 percent reduction in
their share of revenues given the
NFL's failure to provide meaningful financial data to support the
assertion that their costs have
increased significantly since the
capped system was put into place
in 1993.
"Their demand that the players
take such an historic pay cut is
even more disturbing given the
NFL's
continuing
economic
growth despite the worst recession
in recent history."
Smith closed the memo by
asking players and agents to keep
the NFLPA updated on their individual
contract
negotiations
because "it will allow us to be
informed of the trends in the
market for player services.
"With that information, we can
then help all players maximize
their ability to get the best
contracts
possible.
In
the
meantime, the NFLPA will
continue its efforts to reach
agreement with the league on a
new CBA."
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NATIONAL NEWS

STATE NEWS

Young Publisher Farrah Gray
In Hot Dispute With Son Of
Bob Marley Over First Book

FAMU SJGC Partners With
Shantou University In China

BY PHAROH MARTIN
NNPA NATIONAL
CORRESPONDENT

WASHINGTON (NNPA) Ky-Mani Marley, a son of the
legendary Jamaican music artist
Bob Marley, regrets ever putting
his life on paper. His recently
released memoir has become a
brewing source of an increasingly
ugly
controversy
between
himself, his famous family and
the book's publisher, Dr. Farrah
Gray.
Gray contends that the estate
of the late Bob Marley is not
happy about the "family secrets"
that Ky-Mani revealed in his very
telling book Dear Dad: "Where's
The Family In Our Family,
Today?". It was released on Feb.
6 to coincide with the elder
Marley's 65th birthday. Ky-Mani
alleges that the publisher misrepresented and sensationalized his
life story in order to push more
units.
"There are secrets in the book
that they didn't want out that KyMani didn't have a problem
putting out. But now that the book
is published he's now stating that
he's distancing himself and
denouncing the book," Gray said
in an exclusive interview with the
NNPA News Service. "Those are
his words. I didn't write it. I
published it. He wrote it with the
assistance of another writer and
had the final edit on it. And [he]
was very happy with the book.”
NNPA was not able to get
comments from the Marley
family nor Ky-mani Marley but
in an online statement posted to
his Facebook page Ky-Mani
shared his side of the story.
Of course, the Marleys have
every right to protect the public
brand of the family's very
lucrative estate, which, according
to Fortune Magazine, is expected
to generate worldwide annual
sales in excess of $1 billion by
2012. But, Gray contends that
they have no legal right to
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Their shouts drew the first
lady away from the prepared
tour as she took time out to
shake hands, even reaching
into the crowd to squeeze the
hand of a little girl on her
father’s shoulders. The crowd
had been waiting inside the
store for hours hoping to catch
glimpse of Obama.
Storeowner Patrick Burns
escorted Obama on the tour
where she saw shelves filled
with fresh fruit, vegetables and
prepared food and even
stopped to buy a strawberrybanana smoothie.
“I even have my own
money,” she told the worker
pulling out a $20 bill to pay for
it and jokingly checking to
make sure she got the correct
change.
The 46,000-square-foot
Fresh Grocer located in one of
the city’s poorer neighborhoods, where an estimated 25
percent of families live in
poverty, is part of Progress
Plaza, said to be the first
African-American-owned
shopping center in the United
States, having been developed
in 1968.
At the second stop, Obama
spoke to an auditorium filled

interfere with this book as the
memoir is Ky-Mani's alone.
And so is the signed contract
that exists between him and
Gray's company Farrah Gray
Publishing. Dear Dad is Gray's
first project under his new publishing firm. The accomplished
24-year-old Gray is an author,
columnist, entrepreneur, speaker
and philanthropist. At 14, he
became the world's youngest selfmade Black millionaire and,
recently, became the youngest
recipient to ever receive a prestigious Trumpet Award for his
entrepreneurial success.
Gray said that after the book
went out to media outlets and was
getting ready for the final print
stages he got emails and calls
from Ky-Mani and executives of
the Marley estate demanding that
changes be made to the book
immediately. According to Gray,
the family was threatening to cut
Ky-Mani off if the book made it
to press.
The book's original title was
changed from “Dear Dad: The
Marley Son Who Persevered
From the Streets To Prominence”.
The title was changed to its
current name: “Dear Dad:
Where's The Family In Our
Family, Today?".
A caption, “The Story The
Marley Family Apparently
Doesn't Want You To Know” was
also added at the bottom of the
cover to double as both a
marketing draw and as a direct jab
at his adversaries in the matter.
The title change was made
because of the Marley family’s
attempt to stop the book, Gray
contends. He insists that nothing
was taken that wasn’t a direct
quote from Ky-Mani. In fact, the
change in the book's subtitle is a
direct quote from inside of the
book, he said.
“The name is the book is still
‘Dear Dad’,” Gray explained.
“The quote, taken from the inside
of the book, is his question to
them. And the statement on the

with hundreds of people, a mix
of adults and children, where
she promoted her “Let’s
Move” initiative.
Fifth-graders
Samaris
Rivera and Matthew Lugo,
both 11, were excited to get a
glimpse of the first lady.
“I could meet her,”
Samaris said excitedly.
She and Matthew, staffers
on the school newspaper called
the Fairhill Monthly, stood
with the pack of reporters at
the back of the auditorium.
Matthew was taking video.
Samaris was shooting photos.
Their work will appear in a
special edition of the Monthly
and on a keepsake DVD for
students.
“No one else in my family
has ever seen the president or
his wife,” Matthew said, as he
fidgeted with his video
camera.
He was confident he would
get some smo o t h v i d eo .
“You have to follow her [as she
comes in the room],” he said.
“Then zoom in very, very
slowly until it looks good, then
push this button and record.”
Samaris practiced with her
zoom lens.
“I’m a little bit nervous,”
she confessed. “But, I just
don’t look it. If I did, I’d be
jumping up and down.”

Dr. Farrah Gray

book came about since the family
tried to stop the book from
coming out.”
Ky-Mani, on the other hand,
stated that while the book was
meant to tell his story from his
point of view it was never
intended to be used as an attack
on his family.
"I'm not happy about it, I'm
very hurt," Marley told The
Jamaica Gleaner in an interview
published the day the book was
released. "All I wanted to do was
tell my story, not cause any
conflict.”
"Ky-Mani Marley grew up
with the last name but not the
guarantee,” Gray said. “Kymani's been hanged over the fact
that he's been ostracized. He's the
only one in music that is not on
the family's record label. If Bob
Marley was here he would not be
happy with the mistreatment of
his son and then trying to squash
his story. The Marley estate
should be ashamed. It’s all very
sad.”
The two parties are threatening legal action against each other.
The publisher may seek to have
the Marley estate executives held
legally liable for “intentionally
damaging” the contractual relationship between his publishing
company and Ky-Mani Marley,
which may have cost him book
sales due to Ky-mani’s refusal to
promote the book.
Gray concludes: “He has
regrets about writing the book but
I didn’t put a gun to his head …
He wanted to write the book.”
Both were very aware of
the reason for the first lady’s
visit.
“She wants our school to
be more physically active and
to eat more healthy food,”
Samaris said.
Obama noted that one in
three children in the United
States are overweight or obese
and that more children are
showing up in pediatricians’
offices with high blood
pressure, type 2 diabetes and
high cholesterol.
“‘Let’s Move’ is a nationwide campaign to rally this
country around one single but
ambitious goal, and that is to
end the epidemic of childhood
obesity in a generation so that
the kids born today grow up
with a healthy weight,” she
said.
The program combines
four steps: food and menu
labeling, more nutritious food
in schools, promoting physical
activity and providing access
to healthy foods to everyone.
“So let’s move,” she said.
“That’s really the point. If we
know it can be done, let’s
move; let’s get it done. Let’s
give our kids everything they
need and everything they
deserve to be the best that they
can be.”

TALLAHASSEE - Florida
A&M University’s (FAMU)
School of Journalism and
Graphic Communication has
developed a partnership with
Shantou University that will lead
to one journalism student studying
in C h i n a t h i s s e m e s t e r.
Additionally, six other students
will be paired with Shantou
University students for a media
project in South Africa this
summer.
Peter Herford, a former CBS
News vice president and current
ex e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r o f t h e
International Media Institute at
Shantou University, spoke to
more than 100 students during a
journalism colloquium.
“I’d like it to be the beginning
of something that we can grow,”
said Herford during a luncheon
with students, faculty and representatives from FAMU’s Office of
International Education and
Development.
In addition to journalism,
Herford told students that he sees
excellent growth potential for
international education exchange
programs in the liberal arts,
sciences and engineering.
Caryn Wilson, a senior
newspaper journalism student
from Charlotte, NC, left for
Shantou University in China on
Feb. 23.
“This is my first time studying
abroad,” said Wilson. “I’m
excited for this opportunity. It will
be an incredible experience to use
my language skills in Mandarin
and see another culture up close.”
Wilson will be writing a blog
for The FAMUAN about her
experiences.
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From left to right: Peter Herford,
Caryn Wilson and Prof. Joe Ritchie

“I hope to come back as a
better reporter and citizen of the
world,” she said.
FAMU Professor Joe Ritchie,
who is the Knight Chair in
Journalism, invited Herford to
FAMU and has played a key role
in cultivating the Shantou
University relationship.
“I wanted to expose FAMU
journalism students to Shantou
University and to work on
building the budding relationship
between our two programs, and to
give our South African program
and the Caryn Wilson exchange
experience a kick-start,” said
Ritchie.
Ritchie is planning to take six
FAMU students to South Africa
from June 1 – July 15. The
students selected will be paired
with a team from Shantou
University and will work on multimedia projects. The trip
coincides with the 2010 FIFA

World Cup.
Students selected for the
Africa trip are: Wandoo Makurdi,
a journalism graduate student
originally from Nigeria, who also
has a bachelor’s degree from
Florida State University; Rachel
Gadson, a senior graphic design
student from Chicago, IL.; Aaron
Lancaster, a freshman newspaper
journalism student from Bowie,
MD.; Clarece Polke, a sophomore
newspaper journalism student
form Gainesville, FL.; Anamarie
Shreeves, a senior magazine production student from Forestville,
MD.; and Kristen Swilley, a
broadcast journalism student from
Douglasville, GA.
For more information about
the SJGC partnership with
Shantou University, contact
Professor Joe Ritchie at (850)
599-3880 or the Division of
Journalism Director Dorothy
Bland at (850) 599-3718.

Countrywide Checks To
Go Out To More Than 2,700
Florida Homeowners

TALLAHASSEE - Attorney
General Bill McCollum
announced that more than 2,700
people will receive checks from a
2 00 8 s e t t l e m e n t h i s o ff i c e
obtained with Countrywide
Financial Corporation. As part of
the settlement, Countrywide is
offering
foreclosure
relief
payments to eligible borrowers
who returned valid and timely
claim forms and releases under a
program administered by the
Countrywide settlement administrator. More than $16.9 million
will be distributed this week, and
each check will be written for just

over $6,000.
“These checks will make a
s i g n i f i c a n t d i ff e r e n c e f o r
Floridians who are trying to save
their homes,” said Attorney
General McCollum. “This will
provide real relief to struggling
homeowners and families.”
In July 2008, the Attorney
General filed a lawsuit against
Countrywide, one of the nation’s
largest mortgage companies, for
allegedly engaging in deceptive
and unfair trade practices. The
Attorney General’s lawsuit
claimed Countrywide put
borrowers into mortgages they

couldn’t afford or loans with rates
and penalties that were misleading. That lawsuit was resolved in
October 2008, and the settlement
agreement included a foreclosure
relief payment program for
Florida homeowners with qualifying Countrywide mortgages.
Recipients with any
questions about their checks or
other matters relating to the settlement should contact the settlem e n t a d m i n i s t r a t o r, R u s t
Consulting, toll free
at 1-866-411-6987, or visit
www.countrywidesettlementinfo.com.

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Queen Street

Church Of God In Christ
(727) 896-4356

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Church School..................................................8:00 a.m.
Early Morning ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Wed. Mid-week Family Night Bible Study .....7:00 p.m.

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Living Word Church
International
Church Address: 2850 Freemont Terr. South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 12093
St. Petersburg, FL 33733-2093
Phone: 727-565-9613
Apostle Ted Simmons

SCHEDULED SERVICES
Sunday School ................................................9:30 AM
Morning Worship...........................................10:30 AM
Wednesday Family Bible Study ......................7:00 PM

Join Us Right Here Right Now!
A Life Changing Ministry

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

United for Christ

Come on and Go with Me, Come on Over to God’s Place!

Freewill Baptist Church

STEWART ISOM MEMORIAL CME CHURCH
“WHERE GOD IS SIMPLY INCREDIBLE!”
1820 Walton St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone (727} 327-0593
The Church in Worship
Sunday Worship Experience
Sunday Mornings @ 11 a.m.
KINGDOM KIDS’ Children’s Church
First through Third Sunday Mornings at 11 a.m
The Church in Study
Sunday School (for All Ages)
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday Night Triumph (Prayer, Praise & Power)
Thursday Evenings at 6:45 p.m

Come Expecting to be BLESSED!

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

5315 28th Avenue South
Gulfport, Florida
727-744-3589

Wednesday Night Bible Study ........................7:00 pm
Bible Study Location: 5004 Tangerine Ave. So., Gulfport

Sunday School ............................................... 9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service ...............................11:00 am
(1st thru 4th Sundays, located in Scout Hall)
Pastor Marvin Charles
Lue, Jr., M. Div. Shepherd
and Senior Servant

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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THE ROCK

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Schedule of Services

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Tune into this Radio Ministry weekly for breakthru..

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Thursday Nights: 9:15PM - 9:30PM (EST)
Universal Christian Radio; www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00AM - 10:00AM (EST)
WXYB (1520 AM Local Radio) • www.wpso.com (Click WXYB live radio)
Sunday Radio Broadcasts
WFAM ( Augusta , GA ) 11:15AM; WIJD ( Mobile , AL )
6:30PM ( Tupelo , MS ) 7:30PM; WLMR ( Chattanooga , TN ) 12:15PM

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com • 727-289-2475
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb.

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

“God’s House In The City”

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF
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Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Rober t Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
First Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church

First Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist
Church, 1121 22nd Street South, will
celebrate the Church’s 93rd and the
Pastor’s 18th Anniversary during the
week of Feb. 22 - 28.
Nightly services are scheduled to
begin at 7:30 p.m. with the following
churches and Pastors in charge:

Feb.
25,
T h u r s d a y,
Gethsemane Missionary Baptist
Church, Reverend Ronald Gibson
Friday, Feb. 26, Trinity C.M.E.
Church, Tampa, FL, Elder Joe
Johnson
The highlight of the Anniversary
will be Sunday, Feb. 28 at 8:00 a.m.,

with Reverend Walter Jenkins and
11:00 a.m., with Reverend Samuel
McPherson, as respective speakers.
The public is cordially invited to
attend. Minister Joseph Bell and
Sister Louella McCranely are
Chairpersons and Reverend Wallace
Elliott, Sr., Pastor.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

“One Lord, One Faith, One
Baptism, One Church”
“This Moment in Black History.”
Theme: An Act of Resistance
Scripture: Exodus 1: 8-21
Harriet Tubman, Eliaz Ann
Gardner, William Still, and the other
Underground Railroad workers of the
nineteenth century were not sociologist with current statistics on population transitions. They were not
engineers or explorers with precise
instruments predicting how long the
road would be or what direction along
their journey would be the least
difficult or dangerous. Shiphrah,
Puah, and the other Hebrew midwives
knew when to be present with mothers
during labor on the birthing stools.
They understood breathing, pushing
and pulling, and pain. They knew
how to catch the babies before they hit
the ground and how to clean them
after birth. They helped the babies

breathe in their initial breath of life
outside the womb. They even knew
how to name the child and to teach the
mother how to nurture. They were not
gynecologist, engineers, or sociologist; but they knew that they had a
duty, and obligation to save lives.
Shiphrah and Pauh defied the pharaoh
and refused to kill the baby boys.
They lied and said that the Hebrew
women were so vigorous during birth
that they did not have time to be
present when boys were born. They
feared God more than they feared the
king. The “conductor’s of the freedom
train or Underground Railroad, a
network of barn, churches, houses,
boats, carts, wagons, trains, and
footpaths, used any means necessary
to assist between 40,000, and 100,000
runaway enslaved persons to freedom
in the North and Canada. Some were
shipped in boxes like Henry “Box”
Brown who mailed himself to

Philadelphia. Others passed for white
disguised as aristocrats. All defied the
orders of the master/King and let the
boys and girls, men and women live.
Like Shiphrah and Puah, they risked
their lives to save someone else. God
rewarded the midwives’ courageous
conductors with knowledge that they
helped somebody breathe freedom.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., God’s
anointed and appointed leader and the
entire Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church Family extends a cordial
welcome to each of you.
Join us for worship services
Sunday at 7:45 and 10:45 a.m.
Please
visit
our
website,
w w w. f m b c t h e s h i p . o rg / E : M a i l :
fmbc3300@verizon.net Phone: 727906-8300. Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, is located at 3300
31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the World by Equipping
Believers to Reach the Lost with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ”
Music, Performing Arts & Choirs (MPAC): The mission of our Music,
Performing Arts & Choirs (M-PAC), is to
profoundly experience, joyfully celebrate,
and meaningfully share God’s love. We do
this through Christ-centered worship of all
genres of sacred music and accompaniment to the preached Word of God.
Our music is to bring Glory to God

and the congregation into HIS presence.
We are not for show, but we will show
forth HIS praises.
M-PAC encompasses the following
ministries: Inspirational, Youth, Men’s &
Children’s Choirs, Praise Dancers, Mime
& Creative Arts.
Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts
(C.A.R.E.) Ministry: This confidential,
faith-based support group meets 7 p.m.
every Tuesday in the C.A.R.E. Building,
1906 9th Ave. S.. Attendees need not be

members of a church. For more information contact Rev. Keith & Jewel Murphy at
727-687-8505 or 727-894-2595.
Mid-Day Bible Study: We extend an
invitation to the community to join us for
our Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study
from Noon-12:30 p.m. in the church’s
sanctuary.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church, 55 20th St. S., Phone 727894-4311.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE
HOPE”
Come hear a powerful message of
hope delivered by Evangelist Brenda
D. Dennis, and ordained minister,
inspirational speaker and author. She is
the founder of Empowered 2 Inspire
Ministries.
We would love to have as many
women and men join us for this time of
Prayer, Praise, and Fellowship!
Women of Hope Prayer Breakfast,
Feb. 27, 9:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall
REVIVAL! REVIVAL! REVIVAL!
New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
Announces Its 2010 Spring Revival,
“Looking Up In 2010”. Sunday, March

14, 2010 at 6:00p.m. Monday, March
15th and Tuesday, March 16th at
7:00p.m. Featuring the dynamic
ministry of Pastor Kevin L. Adams, Sr.
from Chattanooga, TN.
Pastor Kevin L. Adams, Sr. is
God’s visionary for Olivet Baptist
Church, located in Chattanooga,
Tennessee. Serving as pastor since
1989, his dynamic anointing and
preaching has impacted the city.
Pastor Adams has achieved
countless honors throughout his
ministry. He is the founder of KLA
Ministries, and has served on numerous
boards in the scenic city of
Chattanooga, Tennessee. In 2004,

Pastor Adams wrote and published his
first book, entitled Defining Moments,
which was forwarded by Bishop Eddie
L. Long of Atlanta, Georgia. He is
currently writing his second book.
Pastor Adams has appeared on several
television programs such as TBN and
the Word Network.
Many are blessed through the innumerable teachings of Pastor Adams,
and generations are changed because of
his passion for preaching the gospel.
Through his ministry, people are now
discovering their purpose, and walking
in Kingdom Authority
(For further information, call 727896-5228)

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official
staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the
entire congregation of St. Mark, extends
to the community at large, its wishes that
there would be an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central theme, a belief that
we are a haven of hope, help, and healing
for a world hungering for and thirsting
after the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
February Calendar Events
Feb. 27 - The Children Youth Ministry
Black History Program held at the YMCA

on First Avenue South at 10:00 a.m.
Feb. 28 - Health Care Ministry Go Red
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at 6:00
p.m. Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday at 6:30 p.m. Topics of interest
each Monday night.

Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting
is held every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study
is held every Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Open to all elementary
school age children every Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30
to 6:00 p.m. Homework help and
reading tutors available.
DESTINATION
GRADUATION: Wednesdays - 6:30-7:30 p.m.
for High school Students: Senior
Focus for all High School Seniors
(FCAT, ACT/SAT); assistance with
college applications, essays, and
financial aid/scholarships.

Stewart-Isom Memorial CME Church

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Thursday, Feb. 18 – Thursday,
April 1, at 7:30 p.m.
“Road to Resurrection” Worship
Experience. Join us as Pastor Lue leads
us into a greater understanding and

appreciation of the Seven Last Words
of Christ as we prepare to be RESURRECTED in Him! Every Thursday
evening at 7:30.
Sunday, Feb. 28 Morning Worship
Service at 10:00 a.m. Sunday School

and Fellowship with family and friends
to begin Immediately following
Wor shi p Ser vi ce “Bl ack Hi st or y
Celebration.”

Unity Temple Of Truth Church

The Art of Livin’ Presents
REALITY AFRICAN – AMERICAN
HISTORY “THE GOLDEN AGE OF
SEGREGRATION” with NORMAN
E. JONES II, Author of: The Art of

Livin’ Ink! Bronzeville, USA. The Art
of Cultural Games, Saturday, Feb. 27,
11:00 a.m. Book signing and refreshments provided.
Unity Temple of Truth Church is

located at 511 Prescott St. S., St.
Petersburg, FL 33712, (727) 898-2457.
R e v. P r e n t i s s J o h n D a v i s ,
Minister. Admission is free. This
event is sponored by the Men of Unity.
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